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News						(INSERT MUNICIPAL LOGO)								
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE				CONTACT: (name, phone, email)
(Or date)

(NAME OF CITY, TOWN OR VILLAGE) URGES LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT INTERNET SALES TAX DIVERSION TO MUNICIPALITIES

The (board/council) of (City, Town or Village) is urging the State Legislature to “Balance the Scales with Internet Sales” by diverting a portion of internet sales tax to municipalities.

The (city/town) has joined the Mississippi Municipal League and its 292 member municipalities across the state in an effort to support the inclusion of this diversion in any legislation for infrastructure funding that might be considered during a special session.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cities, towns and villages in Mississippi are responsible for over 23,000 street miles, including the _____ miles of streets here in the (city/town of _______) that must be maintained. Municipal governments in the state provide water and sewer services to over 50% of the citizens in Mississippi. Being able to provide quality public infrastructure in the State’s municipalities is critical to the economic vitality of our cities and towns and a necessary component of providing a better quality of life for the citizens of Mississippi at large. 
 
With the recent U.S. Supreme Court sales tax ruling, the Legislature will now have the opportunity to “Balance the Scales with Internet Sales” and treat internet sales tax as they do traditional sales tax and divert at least 18.5% back to the cities based on the point of delivery of the products sold.  At the very least, the Legislature should set aside a portion of all Use Tax to be diverted to cities on a per capita basis to be used for water, sewer, and street infrastructure.  

“This revenue needs to be shared with cities and towns,” stated Mayor _______. “We are the economic engines of this state. If we can improve our infrastructure, the state only stands to gain. The climate for economic development and job creation will be improved and retail should grow, increasing overall sales tax collections for the state.”
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