
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT WEEK  
TOOL KIT FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS 
 

  PAGE 4 

Talking Points for Mayors 
Civic Club, Chamber, or Citizen Presentations 

 

• Mississippi Municipal Government Week is a special week set aside to 
emphasize to citizens and business leaders the important services that are 
provided by cities, towns, and villages across the State. 
 

• There are 299 municipalities in Mississippi. Over 50% of the citizens in our 
state live in a municipality. 
 

• 95% of cities and towns in Mississippi operate under the Code Charter form 
of government or the Mayor/Board of Aldermen form. 
 

• Mississippi is a state of small towns; 85% of cities and towns in Mississippi 
have less than 10,000 citizens; 54% of cities and towns in Mississippi have 
less than 1,500 citizens. Here in the (town of/city of), we have ____ citizens 
and operate in the (form of government). 
 

• Municipal government is the “government closest to the people.” Your 
local elected officials and municipal employees work 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year to provide important services to citizens such as 
water and sewage systems, fire and rescue services, police protection, 
beautification of parks, access to public libraries, and more.  
 

• The services provided by cities, towns and villages are essential services 
that citizens can’t do without. These are typically not the kinds of services 
included in the popular call by some for “less government”. 
 

• We live where we lead; we see you at city hall, but we also interact with 
you at church, the grocery store, sporting events, and many other activities 
that are part of everyday life in our town. We know what services are 
important to you and how we can improve how we operate in order to 
increase your quality of life.  
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Talking Points Continued 
 

• City officials are elected by their citizens and must decide, based on the will 
of those citizens, how to best provide those services. 
 

• One of the most important sources of revenue for all municipalities in 
Mississippi is sales tax. The Department of Revenue diverts 18.5% of all 
sales tax collected in a municipality back to each municipality. 
 

• For fiscal year 2015, according to the Department of Revenue, 
$2,246,920,075 of $2,945,015,557 or 76% of the total sales tax collected by 
DOR was generated within the 299 municipalities in the State. 
 

• A key legislative priority identified by the Mississippi Municipal League will 
be a bill that would increase the diversion of sales tax to municipalities 
from 18.5% to 20%. This additional revenue must be used for 
improvements to water, sewer, or street infrastructure. Here in (name of 
city or town), we would collect ($____) more that could be used to pave 
our streets or improve our water and sewer services. 
 

• This bill would provide cities and towns with additional revenue to address 
these critical infrastructure issues without increasing taxes. 
 

• If you support this effort to increase our sales tax diversion, please contact 
your legislators today! 
 
 
 
 


