
STRATEGY FUNDING AND FINANCING OPTIONS (MML CD ED CASE STUDY 2025) 
 
Federal Grants (Nationwide) 

● www.grants.gov; examples: USDA 
○ Community Facilities Technical Assistance and Training Grant (CFTAT) 

■ https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/community-facilities-
technical-assistance-and-training-grant 

○ Rural Communities Development Initiative (RCDI) 
■ https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/rural-community-

development-initiative-grants 
 

Appalachian Regional Commission (Multi-state Regional) 
● Area Development Program 

○ https://www.arc.gov/grants-and-opportunities/area-development-program/ 
● Appalachian Regional Initiative for Stronger Economies (ARISE) 

○ https://www.arc.gov/grants-and-opportunities/arise/ 
● Investments Supporting Partnerships in Recovery Ecosystems Initiative (INSPIRE) 

○ https://www.arc.gov/grants-and-opportunities/sud/ 
● Partnerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic Revitalization Initiative (POWER) 

○ https://www.arc.gov/grants-and-opportunities/power/ 
● READY Grants to Grow 

○ https://www.arc.gov/ready/grants-to-grow/ 
● Workforce Opportunity for Rural Communities (WORC) 

○ https://www.arc.gov/grants-and-opportunities/worc/ 
● Appalachian Regional Energy Hub Initiative 

○ https://www.arc.gov/energyhub/ 
 

Delta Regional Authority (Multi-state Regional) 
● States’ Economic Development Assistance Program (SEDAP) 

○ https://dra.gov/programs/critical-infrastructure/sedap/ 
● Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) 

○ https://dra.gov/programs/critical-infrastructure/community-infrastructure-fund/ 
● Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Program (PWEAA) 

○ https://dra.gov/programs/critical-infrastructure/public-works-and-economic-adjustment-
assistance-program/ 

● Local Development Districts (LDD) Community Support Pilot Program 
○ https://dra.gov/programs/capacity-building/ldd-community-support-pilot-program/ 

● Strategic Planning Program 
○ https://dra.gov/programs/capacity-building/strategic-planning-program/ 

 
National Heritage Areas (Mississippi Regional) 

● Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area 
○ https://mississippihills.org/grants/ 

● Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area 
○ https://www.msdeltaheritage.com/grants 

● Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 
○ https://msgulfcoastheritage.ms.gov/heritage-community-grants/ 

 
 



Planning and Development Districts (PDDs) (Mississippi Regional) 
● Central Mississippi PDD 

○ https://cmpdd.org/development/ 
● East Central PDD 

○ http://www.ecpdd.org/economic---community-development.html 
● Golden Triangle PDD 

○ http://www.gtpdd.com/planning/economicdevelopment 
● North Central PDD 

○ https://ncpdd.org/planning-development/ 
● North Delta PDD 

○ https://www.ndpdd.com/services/ 
● Northeast Mississippi PDD 

○ https://www.nempdd.com/about-nempdd/ 
● South Delta PDD 

○ https://sdpdd.com/community-development/ 
● Southern Mississippi PDD 

○ https://smpdd.com/economic-workforce-development/ 
● Southwest Mississippi PDD 

○ http://swmpdd.com/services/services.asp 
● Three Rivers PDD 

○ https://trpdd.com/community-economic-development/ 
 
Electric Utilities (Mississippi Regional) 

● Entergy 
○ https://www.entergy.com/communities/open-grants/ 

● Mississippi Power 
○ https://www.mississippipower.com/community/community-outreach.html 

 
Community Foundations (Mississippi Regional) 

● Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 
○ https://cfnm.org/grants/competitive-grants/ 

● Community Foundation of East Mississippi 
○ https://www.cfem.org/grants/ 

● Community Foundation for Mississippi 
○ https://formississippi.org/grants/ 

● Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
○ https://www.gulfcoastcf.org/grants 

 
National Foundations (Nationwide) 

● W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
○ https://www.wkkf.org/grantseekers/ 

● Levitt Foundation 
○ https://levitt.org/music-series-grants/ 

● National Endowment for the Arts Our Town Program 
○ https://www.arts.gov/grants/our-town 


