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Center for Population Studies
• The Center for Population Studies houses the:

State Data Center of Mississippi

Applied Policy and Community Research 
Laboratory

Academic Minor in Society and Health



State Data Center of Mississippi
Who we are

Access Understanding Interpretation

OUTREACH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The State Data Center (SDC) of Mississippi is a collaborative partnership between the University of Mississippi, the State of Mississippi, and the US Census Bureau to provide:
Outreach and education
Technical assistance with data requests and analysis
Networking between data users and the Census Bureau
Representation for Mississippi with the Federal-State Cooperative for Population Estimates 




Fulfill Data Requests

Public Presentations

Publicize New Data Tools

Census Review Info

What we do



What is the Census 

• The Decennial Census also know as the Population and Housing 
Census 

• Is legally mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the Constitution
• Designed to count every resident in the United States 

• Includes citizens, non-citizen legal residents, non-citizen long-term visitors and 
undocumented immigrants

• Usual residence, a principle established by the Census Act of 1790, is defined as the 
place a person lives and sleeps most of the time

• Takes place every 10 years 
• Census Day occurs April 1 of years ending with 0

“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, 
according to their respective Numbers…” - The Constitution of the United States, Article I, Section 2.



Why is the Census Important 

Apportionment – the process of dividing the 435 seats, in 
the U.S. House of Representatives among the 50 states, 
based on the state population counts that result from 
each decennial census

Results determine the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. 
House of Representatives for the next 10 years

Redistricting – Census counts are also used to adjust or redraw electoral districts based on where populations 
have increased or decreased

The census help determine how hundreds of billions of 
dollars in federal funding, including grants and support to 
states, counties and communities are spent every year for 
the next decade

Funds are based on population totals and breakdowns by sex, age, race 
and other factors

The overarching goal of the Census is to count everyone once, only once, and in the right place



Accessing Data from the Census Bureau 

• Two sites often used to locate Census Data Information on our 
communities.

• Quick Facts -
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222

• Explore Census Data - https://data.census.gov/

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222
https://data.census.gov/


Quick Facts Walk-Through 
• When and Why to use Quick Facts

• In need of a quick demographic profile of 
your community (county, city, town, and 
zip code)

• Provides a wealth of information on 
topics ranging from (population, age and 
sex, race, housing, education, income and 
poverty, etc.) 

• Website is more user friendly 
• Comes with the ability to generate 

customizable charts and maps



Step 1: Select Area of Interest 

• Quick Facts -
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fac
t/table/US/PST045222

• Sadly, with Quick Facts you are only 
able to select (state, county, city, town, 
and zip code) 

• QuickFacts provides statistics for all 
states and counties, and for cities 
and towns with a population of 
5,000 or more

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222


Step 2: Select Information of Interest 

• Primary information comes from the 
American Community Survey (ACS) 5-
Year Estimate 

• Level of detail information
• You will receive information as either 

a percent or a number 



Step 3: Using the Data 

• Quick Facts is more user 
friendly in this aspect 

• Offers the ability to 
create charts, dashboards

• Can show comparison 
between county and city 
or town of interest 

• Allows for individuals to 
download the 
information, email, or 
print the information 
you’ve collected



data.census.gov

• Unlike the QuickFacts, data.census.gov is updated more regularly with 
new data

• On data.census.gov users are able to access ACS and Decennial 
Census data

• The website is growing to become more user friendly 
• Users can create maps, export tables, and other resources to help create a 

description of their community 

• With data.census.gov users can access information at census tract, 
block, and block group level 



American Community Survey 

• As stated earlier, the Decennial Census Count happens every 10 
years. However, the US Census Bureau conducts and disseminates 
multiple surveys throughout all years

• U.S. Census Bureau contacts over 3.5 million households yearly 
across the country to participate in the American Community Survey

• Helps local officials, community leaders, and businesses understand the 
changes taking place in their communities.

• It is the premier source for detailed population and housing information about 
our nation.

• Releases new data every year through a variety of data tables that you can 
access with different data tools

• Gathers information previously contained only in the long form of the 
decennial census, including ancestry, citizenship, educational attainment, 
income, language proficiency, migration, disability, employment, and housing 
characteristics



American Community Survey Data 

• 1-year estimates are available for areas with a population of at least 
65,000 people. The 2015 ACS 1-year estimates were released in 
2016 and summarize responses received in 2015 for all states but 
only 26% of counties due to the 65,000 minimum population 
threshold. This is most suitable for data users interested in shorter-
term changes at medium to large geographic scales.

• Supplemental estimates are shown in annual tables summarizing 
populations for geographies with populations of 20,000 or more.

• 5-year estimates are available for areas down to the block 
group scale, on the order of 600 to 3000 people. The 2015 ACS 5-
year estimates, summarizing data from 2011 to 2015, were released 
in 2016.



Step 1: Landing Page 

• Explore Census Data -
https://data.census.gov/

• Users have two options to locate 
information on data.census.gov

• Either using the text box 
• Or by clicking the advance 

search
• For first time users I would suggest 

clicking the advance search. It 
provides for easier use and access to 
data  

https://data.census.gov/


Step 2: Advance Search 

• Allows users to determine 
what information they want 
to access

• Four key areas you will need 
to use is 

1. Geography 
2. Survey 
3. Topic 
4. Year 



Geography 

• What geography or area interest 
you 

• Most common area is (county, 
place, census tract and block) 

• However, you have access to 
congressional district, school 
board districts, and a host of other 
geographic level of data 



Survey 

• Depending on what the grant 
calls for will determine what you 
survey you select.

• For example, if I am a user 
looking for educational 
attainment information on my 
community what survey should I 
pick? 



Topic 

• Area of focus that is covered by 
data.census.gov is board and 
expansive 

• The grant and story wanting to be 
told will determine your topic 
selection 

• Your selection of survey type will 
also influence what topics are 
displayed 

• For this demonstration I selected 
education 



Year

• The year you pick is also 
important. 

• Always go with the five-year 
estimate from the latest year

• If you want to do a comparison to 
explore how a trend looks use a 
single year estimate 

• Or you can select a five-year 
estimate with no overlap of year 

• There are only three censuses to 
chose from (2000, 2010, and 2020)



You got the data so now what?

• The demographic narrative of your 
community experiences is important to 
include in documents like reports and 
grant proposals 

• Visualize community experience in 
the form of tables and graphs to tell 
a powerful story 

• Use words to help shape the 
narrative and description of your 
community 

• Can compare your community to the 
county or the state to show a need 
exist 



Comparison of Counties 

• An example using Quitman County 
• In 2020 Quitman County population 

declined by 25% when compared to 2010. 
On the other hand, Hinds County lost 
more population in terms of number of 
people (17,543). A quarter of the 
population left due to outmigration 
shows a more significant loss than 7.2%. 

• Sometimes it is more important to highlight 
percent change than absolute number change in 
telling your community story 

• When comparing communities make sure 
that the communities have a geographical 
proximity to each other 

• Sometimes a table will be necessary but 
often a graph is a better visualizer 

Population Change by Selected Mississippi Counties, 2010 - 2020 
2010 Population 2020 Population Absoulte Population Change Percent Population Change 

Hinds County 245,285 227,742 -17,543 -7.2%
Lafayette County 47,351 55,813 8,462 18.0%
Noxubee County 11,545 10,285 -1,260 -11.0%
Quitman County 8,223 6,176 -2,047 -25.0%
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• Younger ages are driving the diversity 
of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the 
state

• There is a growing Hispanic 
population on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast and more populated 
communities

• D’Iberville, MS and Biloxi, MS have 
two of the largest Asian population 
by percent 

• The growing two or more races 
population is a growing segment in 
the United States and Mississippi 

Diversity of Mississippi Gulf Coast
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Counties vs Census Tract 

• Example of Harrison County 
• Looking at the county level 

doesn’t always tell the story 
of what’s happening in local 
communities

• Observing census tract instead of 
county level can provide more 
insight and story telling for grant 
application  
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Poverty by Census Tract for Harrison County 



Resources for data.census.gov

• https://www.census.gov/library/video/2022/getting-started-with-
your-search-on-data-census-gov.html

• https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
• https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2019/navigate-

data-census-gov.html

https://www.census.gov/library/video/2022/getting-started-with-your-search-on-data-census-gov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2019/navigate-data-census-gov.html


2030 Decennial Census

• Decennial Census data is the basis for all Census estimates and 
projections 

• Completing Boundaries and Annexation Surveys (BAS) to ensure that 
the US Census Bureau has the most up-to-date map of your area

• Local, state, and non-profits across Mississippi organized to form 
Complete Count Committees



The University of Mississippi
Center for Population Studies & State Data Center of Mississippi
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