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America250 Mississippi Commission
Created by the Mississippi Legislature to organize
and coordinate statewide events and initiatives for
the America250 semiquincentennial, empowering
local communities to celebrate Mississippi's
unique history, honor its role in the American
story and inspire future generations to appreciate
the state's diverse past through education and
engagement.



Mississippi Humanities Council

A private nonprofit corporation funded by
Congress through the National Endowment for the
Humanities to create opportunities for
Mississippians to learn about themselves and the
larger world and to enrich communities through
civil conversations about our history and culture.



Applicants are encouraged to develop projects that
explore at least one of the following four themes:

*  We the People

 The Power of Place
* Mississippi in the American Story

* Mississippi Traditions



Grant 'Types

Legacy Grants

* Upto $20,000 to support larger projects that enhance
a community’s capacity to explore and promote local
history, leaving a lasting legacy for future generations.
Deadlines: Dec. 1, 2025, and Feb. 1, 2026.

Program Grants

 Upto $10,000 to support local celebrations of the
semiquincentennial and public programs that explore
the themes of Mississippi250. Deadlines: Sept. 15,
2025; Nov. 15, 2025; Jan. 15, 2026; March 15, 2026.

Mini Grants

* Upto $5,000 to provide accessible, flexible funding for
small-scale, grassroots projects and local activities
commemorating America250. Applications will be
accepted on a rolling basis beginning Sept. 15, 2025.



Other Grants

The Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC) will also be
awarding America250 Grants for art-based projects
celebrating the semiquincentennial.

For more information, watch the MAC website:
https://arts.ms.gov/



Eligibility

Who can apply for America250 Mississippi grants?
*  Private nonprofit organizations
* Local or statewide historical societies
* Institutions of higher education
* State, local and Indian tribal governments
Community and cultural organizations
*  Educational and professional groups
*  Museums
* Libraries
*  Public agencies & municipalities
*  Non-commercial radio and television stations

e  Convention & Visitors Bureaus



Accessing the Application

Grant Guidelines & Online Application Form

e america250.ms/grants/
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HELP MISSISSIPPI CELEBRATE 250 |
YEARS OF AMERICAN HISTORY o ke bt

As the United States marks its 250th anniversary, the America250 Mississippi Grant Program invites grant portal.

communities across the state to join in the commemoration. It's an opportunity to connect your special

GRANT PROGRAM GUIDELINES

event, historical exhibit, or other relevant initiative to the broader America250 observance—a truly

once-in-a-generation celebration.
GRANT PORTAL

Available Grants

+ Legacy Grants — Up to $20,000 for large-scale projects that enhance a community's capacity to
explore and promote local history, leaving a lasting legacy for future generations.

« Program Grants — Up to $10,000 for local celebrations of the semiguincentennial and public
programs that explore the themes of Mississippi250.

« Mini Grants — Up to $5,000 for small-scale, grassroots projects and local activities

commemorating America250.



https://america250.ms/grants/
https://america250.ms/grants/

MHC’s Helpful Links

Grant Guidelines, Videos, PowerPoints, FAQ, and More

* mshumanities.org/grants/america250-mississippi-grants/
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America250 Mississippi Grant Guidelines ( PDF | Word ) - Please review the Grant Guidelines carefully before beginning an application.

America250 Mississippi Grant Workshops ( PowerPoint | Video | FAQ ) - For more information on our next grants workshop or to sign up,
email Rei Lott at rlott@mhc.state.ms.us.

Access the grant applications here:

Legacy Grants Portal

Application Questions ( PDF | Word )
Program & Minigrants Portal
Application Questions ( PDF | Word )

Grantee Support

* Grant Requirements and Procedures
» |nstructions for Grant Expenditure Reports
* Mississippi Congressional Delegation




One-on-One Consultations

Carol Andersen
carol@mhc.state.ms.us
601-432-6754



mailto:carol@mhc.state.ms.us

Jin Joo M. Crosby

Director | National Service Program | Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service
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601-432-6779

VolunteerMississippi

MISSISSIPPI COMMISSION FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE



MS Department of
Environmental Quality

Solid Waste Assistance Grants

Resources for Solid Waste Management

2025 MML Small Town Conference
October 15-16, 2025
Pearl River Resort-Silver Star Casino & Hotel, Philadelphia, MS

Presented By: Felisa Keyes
Grants Management Branch
MDEQ - Waste Division



Agenda

® Grants Overview
® Funding

® Eligibility

® Project Types
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Local Government Waste Tire and Solid Waste
Assistance Grants Program

® Solid Waste Assistance Grants (SWAGS)
® Waste Tire Collection/Clean-up Grants
® Waste Tire Recycling/Research Grants

® Solid Waste Planning Grants

**Reimbursement Grants Program
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2024 & 2025 Funding Report

® Approximately 250 Solid Waste Management Projects
® $4.8 million awarded in Solid Waste Assistance Grants

® $2.7 million awarded in Waste Tire Collection Grants




SFY2026 - Current Funding Status

® Lowest funding amount out of the previous four
years.

® Approximately $3 million is available in the solid
waste assistance fund for solid waste assistance
grants.




Solid Waste Assistance Grants (SWAG)

® What is the purpose of this grant?

® To provide support to local governments for a variety of solid
waste management activities.

® Where does the funding come from?

® Funding is derived from a portion of the $1 per ton fee on solid
waste landfilled in the state.

® Monies are split into 2 sub-funds:
® Non-Competitive funding - allocated to counties

® Competitive funding - for cities/towns, counties, regional solid
waste authorities

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY



Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Non-Competitive Funds
® Allocated to counties only.
® Based on MDOT's State Aid Road Mileage formula.

® Annually, each county receives a letter indicating
its funding allocation for the state fiscal year.

® Non-competitive applications are accepted at any time
during the state fiscal year prior to April 30t".




Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Competitive Funds

® Municipalities, counties, and regional solid waste
authorities are eligible to apply.

® Competitive Based.
® Maximum Funding Levels.

® Competitive applications are accepted twice per state fiscal
year by October 1st and April 1st.
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Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Competitive Funds

® Maximum funding levels available from competitive funds:

® Population of <10,000, max. funding $15K
® Population of 10,000 < 25,000, max. funding $25K

® Population of 25,000 < 50,000, max. funding $50K

® Population of 50,000+, max. funding $75K

*Subject to funding availability.




Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Project Categories

® Unauthorized Dumping Programs (100%);

® Establishment of a Collection Center or Program for
Recyclables, White Goods, and other Bulky Wastes
(200%);

® Public Education and Outreach Programs (100%);
® Local Solid Waste Enforcement Officers (50%); and

® Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events or
Programs (75%).



Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Eligible Expenses

® Unauthorized Dumping Programs (100%)

® Clean-up and closure of unauthorized dump sites;
® Access restrictive fencing;

® Signage;

® Public Notices and outreach programs;

® Costs of developing a local ordinance;

® Other activities or programs that will aid in the prevention,
enforcement or abatement of unauthorized dumping.




Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Eligible Expense

® Establishment of Collection Programs or Events for White
Goods, Recyclables, and other Bulky Wastes (100%)

® Site Preparation Costs;

® Fencing and access restriction;
® Signage;

® Contractor Collection Costs;

® Waste Transportation Costs;

® Advertisement Costs.




Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Eligible Expenses
® Recycling Programs (100%)

® Recycling Bins, Bags and Containers;

® Recycling Trailers/Collection Equipment;
® Recycling Contractual Costs;

® Recycling projects at events;

® Public Education and Outreach Programes.




Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Eligible Expenses

® Public Education and Outreach Programs (100%)

® Public Advertisements;

® Brochures;

® Mailing Inserts

® Public Notices/Meetings;

® Educational Tools for Schools;

® Promotional items for events, etc.

® Signage;




Solid Waste Assistance Grants - Eligible Expense

® Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Events or Programs (75%)

® Contractor Costs;

® Waste management and disposal costs;

® Public Advertisement/Signage; “ u

® Containers for temporary storage; waste

® Volunteer Support items; ( ﬁf \ ( k% \

® Site Preparation;

® Personal Protection Equipment;

® Other Event/Program Costs.
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Local Solid Waste Enforcement Officer Grants

® SWAG can pay up to 50% of the costs of
employment of a solid waste enforcement
officer (salary + fringe benefits)

® SWAG can pay up to 75% of the cost for
programs that have operated successfully
for at least 2 years

SWAG can pay up to 85% of the costs if a
local, enforceable dumping ordinance has
been implemented.




Conditions of Local Solid Waste Enforcement
Officer Grants

® The Cost of employing an officer is
defined as salary and fringe benefits; REGULATIONS

Officer must at a minimum perform the
duties that MDEQ prescribes and must
avoid duties that are restricted by the
law;

Officer must investigate and attempt to
resolve complaints that MDEQ receives
for his/her jurisdiction;




Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Application

® Submit a Complete Grant Application Form

® Detailed narrative of proposed program, project, and activities;
® Identify sites where work will be conducted;
® Identify persons/contractors who will perform the work;
® Details of public education efforts;
® Description of enforcement officer duties.
® Proposed budget showing how grant funds will be used;
® Provide other supporting documents;
® Indication of permit status (where applicable)

® Use the priority ranking system in the state grant regulations in
describing the benefits of your project.

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY



Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Application Process

® Factors to Consider in Budgeting

® Administrative Costs are limited to 3% of overall grant award;
® Must follow state procurement guidelines;

® Should use FEMA equipment rates as guidance;

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF
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Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Application Process

® Project Evaluation and Ranking Criteria

® The applicant has not been previously funded under this grant category.
(1-10 points)

® The project is deemed creative and innovative. (0-15 points)

® The funds requested will be used as leverage, or matching for additional
funds. (0-15 points)

® The project will result in significant enhancement or improvement of
the solid waste management program or services of the project area.
(0-20 points)

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF
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Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Application Process

® Project Evaluation and Ranking Criteria

® The technical and economic merits of the project appear superior to
other projects. (0-10 points)

® The project proposes a long term commitment of staff and monies by
the applicant to a comprehensive solid waste management program
rather than for just the proposed grant period. (0-20 points)

® The project is proposed for an area containing a greater population base
than other projects. (0-10 points)

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY



Solid Waste Assistance Grant - Application Process

® Submission of Grant Applications

® Mail: P.O. Box 2261, Jackson, MS 39225

® Hand-delivery: 515 East Amite St, Jackson, MS 39201

® E-mail: Grants-Waste@mdeg.ms.gov

® Fax: (601) 961-5785

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF
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Things to Remember:

® Who can apply?

® Non-Competitive (allocated) grants — only counties are

eligible to apply. DON'T

- . . . . FORGET
® Competitive grants - Municipalities, Counties, Regional 3

Solid Waste Authorities are eligible to apply.

® Whenis the deadline?

® Non-Competitive (allocated) grant applications are due
by April 30th.

® Competitive grants applications are due by October 1st
or April 1st.




For More Information:

Felisa Keyes Jerri Lewis

Program Manager North/South Region
Grants Coordinator

(601) 961-5626 (601) 961-5370

fkeyes@mdeq.ms.gov  jlewis@mdeg.ms.gov

www.mdeq.ms.gov

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Kim Grant

Central Region
Grants Coordinator

(601)961-5250

kgrant(@mdeq.ms.gov



mailto:fkeyes@mdeq.ms.gov
mailto:jlewis@mdeq.ms.gov
mailto:kgrant@mdeq.ms.gov
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mississippi development authority

MISSYPPI
The New Community Incentives Division

The CDBG Disaster Recovery Division and the Community
Development/Federal Compliance Bureau have joined to form the new
Community Incentives Division

Disaster Recovery Unit
Manages the CDBG Disaster funds and the CDBG-CV (COVID) funds
Federal Compliance and Monitoring Unit

Managers the monitoring of federal grants for compliance at application, at monitoring,
and at closeout

Community Development Unit

Manages the state CDBG funds for community and economic development, ARC grants,
DIP grants, CAP and RAIL loans



Grant and Loan Programs Available to Mississippi Counties and
Municipalities in 2025

Economic Development

Community Development

CDBG Public Facilities Grant Program (federal) —
public infrastructure/community improvements -
objective is to benefit a minimum of 51% low to
moderate income households

Capital Improvements Revolving Loan Program
(CAP) (state) — improvements for publicly owned
water, sewer/wastewater, drainage, fire
protection (2% or 3% rate)

Mississippi Freight Rail Service Projects revolving
Loan Program (RAIL)

— Projects that involve acquisition,
construction, installation, operation,
modification, renovation, or rehabilitation of
any freight rail service facility

— Rate is 1% above the Federal Discount
Reserve Rate

CDBG Economic Development Grant Program (federal)
- publicly owned infrastructure improvements in
connection to creating jobs made available to a
minimum of 51% low to moderate income persons

Development Infrastructure Grant Program (DIP)
(state) - publicly owned infrastructure needs to assist
with location/expansion of industrial businesses
connectedd with job creation

Appalachian Regional Commission Grant Program
(ARC) (federal) - various infrastructure improvements in
the 24 Mississippi ARC counties

Capital Improvements Revolving Loan Program (CAP)
(state) - publicly owned water, sewer/wastewater,
drainage, fire protection, building improvements, rail for
economic development purposes (3% rate)

Mississippi Freight Rail Service Projects Revolving Loan
Program (RAIL)

— Projects that involve acquisition, construction,
installation, operation, modification, renovation, or
rehabilitation of any freight rail service facility

— Rate is 1% above the Federal Discount Reserve
Rate




mississippi development authority
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Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)

* Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Awards Funds to the State

* Benefiting Low to Moderate Income People

* At least 51% of the project’s direct beneficiaries must be proven to be of low to
moderate income

State makes funds available to local units of government via

1. Community Development (Public Facilities)
* Yearly competitive application process
2. Economic Development
* Open application process via MDA's Business Development Division



mississippi development authority
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Appalachian Regional Commission Grant (ARC)

Alcom
Benton
Calhoun
Chickasaw
Choctaw
Clay
Itawamba
Eemper

Mississippi Counties Eligible for Assistance through ARC

Ml(ggPPl

o

Lee
Lowndes
Marshall
MNlonroe
MMontgomery
Noxubee

Oktibbeha

Panola

Andrea Rose
Director
Appalachian Regional Office

State of Mississippi, Office of the Governor
398 East Main Street, Suite 225
Tupelo, MS 38804

662-842-3891

ARC.gov
MISSISSIPPl.org

Pontotoc
Prentiss
Tishomingo
Tippah
Union
Webster
Winston

Y alobusha
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Appalachian Regional Commission Grant (ARC)

Federal Grant Funds

ARC grants flow through MDA’s Tupelo office but are approved
by ARC in Washington DC

MDA is the Registered Basic Agency

Administers the grant funds on behalf of ARC
Washington

Ensures all federal and state rules and regulations
are followed by the grantees




Development Infrastructure Grant (DIP)

Economic Development State Grant available for municipalities and counties for the purpose of funding publicly-
owned infrastructure

Job Creation is the goal of the program (minimum of 10 new jobs created) - $15K of grant money per new job created
up to $500K

Typical Qualifying Industries: * Eligible Projects:

 Manufacturers * Drainage
* Water and sewer

 Warehouses and Distribution
* Roads, bridges, rail lines, pipelines etc.

Centers that directly affect the business site
* Research and Development - Buildings

Facilities * Land Improvements
* Telecommunications and Data * Marine Structures

Processing Facilities  Energy Facilities
* National or Regional * Any other project approved by MDA

Headquarters



mississippi development authority
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Capital Improvements Revolving Loan Program (CAP Loan)

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

Construction or repair of water and sewer facilities;

Construction or repair of drainage systems for industrial development;
Improvements 1n fire protection;

Construction of new buildings for economic development;

Renovation or repair of existing buildings for economic development purposes;
Purchase of buildings for economic development purposes;

Construction or repair of access roads for industrial development;

Purchase of buildings for economic development purposes;

Construction or repair of railroad spurs for industrial development;

Construction of any county or municipal-owned health care facilities, excluding any

county health departments;
Construction, purchase, renovation or repair of any building to be utilized as an
auditorium or convention center:

Construction of multipurpose facilities for tourism development;

Loans to a county to aid in retiring interest-bearing loans utilized for the purchase of a
motion picture sound stage;

Construction, repair and renovation of parks, swimming pools and recreational and

athletic facilities;

Remedsation of brown-field agreement sites 1n accordance with Sections 49-33-1 through
47-35-25
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Capital Improvements Revolving Loan Program (CAP Loan

TERMS: Maximum term: 20 vears

Economic Development related projects are defined as projects that promote full-time, |
prvate-sector job creation and/or retention. One full-time job 1s the equivalent of a
mimmum of 1,820 annual work hours. Project awards will be limited to: not more than
$20,000.00 per job, or a maximum loan amount of $2,500,000.00 whichever 1s less.

Commumty Development related projects are defined as non-job creating projects that
benefit a need 1n a community unrelated to economic development. Project loan awards
will be limited to $1,250,000.00 per project or $1,250,000.00 per applicant, per calendar
yvear. Loans for the construction, repair and renovation of parks, swimming pools and
recreational and athletic facilities shall not exceed $250,000.00 per project.

RATE: Tax-exempt Rate: 2% per Annum / Taxable Rate: 3% per Annum

FUNDING: Funding 1s derived from the 1ssuance of state general obligation bonds.




mississippi developmen
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MS Freight Rail Services Revolving Loan Program (RAIL Loan)

Rate is 1% above the Federal Reserve Discount Rate
Up to 15-year loan

Max of S1M grant amount

Eligible Projects:

Acquisition, construction, installation, operation, modification,
renovation/rehabilitation of any freight rail facility

May include any fixtures, machinery or equipment used in conjunction with any
freight rail service facility

Any project for freight transportation purposes
Construction, site work, right of ways/easements




mississippi development authority
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Deputy Director, Community Incentives Division
Imaxwell@mississippi.org
+1 (601) 359-2498 | www.mississippi.org



tel:+1(601)359-2498
tel:+1(601)359-2498
tel:+1(601)359-2498
https://www.mississippi.org/?utm_campaign=LBNGQ1

Outdoor
Recreational Grants

Joshua Moree

Director of Grants Management

Contact us:

MDWEFP/Outdoor Recreational Grants
1505 Eastover Drive

Jackson, MS 39211

(601) 432-2227

mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants



https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants
https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants

Lacari Mosely

Program Director | USDA Rural Development

601-965-4316

Development
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